134             THE KHOND RISING
This is a sad story told m simple language, with no attempt to enlarge on the miserable details. The widow simply tells how she and her family were mteicepted m their pamc-stneken flight; how the little property they had hurriedly put togethei was offered m vam as the ransom of her son's life; how her husband and son were carried off from before her eyes and killed ; and how she was not even allowed to weep for them It would be hard indeed to find a record of greater barbarity, more contemptuous ill-faith, and more luthless cruelty ; but practically the same story was lepeated in eveiy case that came before the courts in reference to the murder of the Kultas in this rising. It will be observed also that the woman particularly mentioned that her husband was killed in the shrine of the idol of the village to which he was taken This was characteristic of the using, and was a detail established in almost all the cases.
The rising was not only agrarian, it was also partly animated by superstition and religious fanaticism. The old ceremonies connected with human sacufice which had been common among the Khonds m former days, and had been put down with difficulty by officers of the British Government some years before, were revived in connection with this rising The men were murdered solemnly in cold blood, after having been duly anointed and prepared for sacrifice The huge and terrible sacrificial axe was oidmarily used; and the murderers struggled to dip their axes in the blood, and to secure small fragments of the bodies of their victims to bury in their fields as an offering to the powers of the earth. These details are given to indicate the character of the rising As has been already stated, about one hundred Kultas were proved to have been murdered m this way ; and there were no doubt many more whose cases did not come before the Commissioner and Superintendent of the State (Mr Berry) for inquiry.
The Khonds determined to attack the camp of the Superintendent, who was marching through the State accompanied only by a small body of police A large number of Khonds set